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Sanjeev Sabhlok <sabhlok@gmail.com>

RE: ABC - please retract your scurrilous claims about me and my work 

ABC Corporate_Affairs6 <Corporate_Affairs6.ABC@abc.net.au> 25 May 2021 at 14:40
To: "sabhlok@gmail.com" <sabhlok@gmail.com>

Dear Mr Sabhlok,

 

Thank you for your email regarding the ABC Fact Check story, ‘Being vaccinated against coronavirus doesn't make you more likely to
catch the South African variant’.  Please accept my apologies for the delay in responding to you.

 

Your email was referred to Audience and Consumer Affairs, a unit which is separate to and independent of content areas within the
ABC.  Our role is to review and, where appropriate, investigate complaints alleging that ABC content has breached the ABC's editorial
standards. These standards are explained in our Editorial Policies which are available here - https://edpols.abc.net.au/policies/. 

 

We have reviewed the story and assessed its compliance with ABC editorial standards for accuracy and fair and honest dealing.  In
doing so, we have sought and considered material from the ABC Fact Check team.

 

In relation to accuracy, you object to the story’s statements that you ‘claimed that Chinese President Xi Jinping "invented" lockdowns
which are "rejected" by science’ and Fact Check’s assessment that both of these claims are incorrect.  We note that the Fact Check
story identifies these claims as having been made on your personal Telegram page, where they have been viewed hundreds of times. 
ABC Fact Check has provided Audience and Consumer Affairs with the following image of your posts on Telegram on 7 April:

 

 

 

ABC Fact Check has advised:

 

In relation to the claims made by you that Chinese President Xi Jinping “invented" lockdowns, Fact Check’s research indicated
that this was simply not the case. There is plenty of evidence indicating that lockdowns have long been used to prevent the
spread of infectious diseases.

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-16/coronacheck-vaccination-south-african-variant-lockdowns-myths/100030216
https://edpols.abc.net.au/policies/
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You say that your claim was “clearly limited from the beginning to [President Xi’s] invention of lockdowns for respiratory flu-like
viruses", and have provided us with a previous blog post.

 

However, the Telegram post (April 7) which was fact checked by us does not include any such qualification or set out those
parameters..

 

In regards to your claim that there is no scientific evidence supporting the effectiveness of lockdowns, Fact Check has clearly
demonstrated that peer-reviewed research, robust lockdown modelling and expert scientific opinion refute this assertion.

 

Having reviewed the material provided by ABC Fact Check and the basis of its assessment that your claims were incorrect, we are
satisfied that ABC Fact Check made reasonable efforts to ensure the accuracy of its report and that factual content was not reported in a
way that was materially misleading. 

 

In relation to your complaint that the story inaccurately reported that you had been banned from LinkedIn and Twitter for spreading
misinformation, ABC Fact Check has amended the story to state that you have been ‘permanently suspended from Twitter for violating
the site's COVID-19 misleading information policy and restricted by LinkedIn for unknown reasons’, and an Editor’s Note has been
added to acknowledge and explain the change made.  ABC Fact Check has provided Audience and Consumer Affairs with copies of
correspondence with the relevant platforms which support the story’s revised wording.  We are satisfied that the action taken by ABC
Fact Check has been effective to resolve this aspect of your complaint.

 

You also complain that you were not contacted for comment prior to publication of the article and accordingly we have considered
compliance with standard 5.3, ‘Where allegations are made about a person or organisation, make reasonable efforts in the
circumstances to provide a fair opportunity to respond’.  ABC Fact Check has advised that its view is that ‘your posts on social media
amount to public statements that do not automatically demand a further response’.  We observe that ABC Fact Check’s decision to fact
check your 7 April Telegram statement is in keeping with its brief to ‘[determine] the accuracy of claims by politicians, public figures,
advocacy groups and institutions engaged in public debate’.  In circumstances where your public statement had been accurately
reported by ABC Fact Check, there was no allegation made in the article which would give rise to the requirement to provide a fair
opportunity to respond.  Accordingly, we are satisfied that there has been no breach of standard 5.3 in the publication of this story.

 

Thank you for giving the ABC the opportunity to respond to your concerns.

 

Yours sincerely,

 

Kirstin McLiesh

Head, Audience and Consumer Affairs    

 

------------------------------------------------------------
 
To: Audience & Consumer Affairs
From: Sanjeev Sabhlok (sabhlok@gmail.com)
Subject: ABC - please retract your scurrilous claims about me and my work
Date: 23-Apr-2021 22:04
 
Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by Sanjeev Sabhlok (sabhlok@gmail.com)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
ABC program: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-16/coronacheck-vaccination-south-african-variant-lockdowns-myths/100030216
 
Response required: Yes
 
Date of program: 16-Apr-2021
 
Contact type: Complaint
 
Location: VIC
 
Subject: ABC - please retract your scurrilous claims about me and my work
 
Comments: I am writing to strongly object to ABC’s personal attack on me in the above cited article. Its baseless and false claims amount to libel.
 
I have rebutted ABC’s false claims in the following three articles on my Times of India blog:
 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/seeing-the-invisible/lockdown-origins-and-harms-part-1/

https://www.abc.net.au/news/factcheck/about/?nw=0
mailto:sabhlok@gmail.com
mailto:sabhlok@gmail.com
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-16/coronacheck-vaccination-south-african-variant-lockdowns-myths/100030216
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/seeing-the-invisible/lockdown-origins-and-harms-part-1/
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/seeing-the-invisible/lockdown-origins-and-harms-part-2/
 
and
 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/seeing-the-invisible/lockdown-origins-and-harms-part-3/
 
I want the ABC to immediately retract its scurrilous claims about me and my work. I also want space of around 2000 words on ABC’s portals to
refute ABC’s bogus claims.
 
Further, apparently, according to ABC, Twitter and Linkedin have removed me for “spreading misinformation”. Where is ABC’s evidence for such
a claim? ABC must demonstrate evidence for this scurrilous claim or apologise for false reporting.
 
Note that ABC did not ask me for comments regarding any of my alleged positions or its claims before attacking me in the public realm. This can
only be called yellow journalism and the complete betrayal of journalistic ethics.
 
Network - ABC Online
RecipientName - Audience & Consumer Affairs
Referrer - Complaint
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
 

 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/seeing-the-invisible/lockdown-origins-and-harms-part-2/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/seeing-the-invisible/lockdown-origins-and-harms-part-3/

